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where he was to ifiake his public submission, the old man made a calm speech,
exhorting the people to obey God and, next to God, the king and queen. He
recalled his recantation: " And forasmuch as my hand offended in writing
contrary to my heart, my hand shall therefore be punished first, for if I may
come to the fire, it shall be burnt first. As for the Pope, I utterly refuse him,
as Christ's enemy and Antichrist, with all his false doctrine." He was hurried
off to the piled-up faggots in front of Balliol (for Queen Mary and Cardinal
Pole had decided that he should die, submission or no submission) ; and there
at the stake the father of the Reformed Church of England steadily held his
right hand in the flames, " and never stirred nor cried."

Queen Mary and her country were now governed absolutely by Cardinal
Reginald Pole and a group of Roman Catholic zealots. She realised now that
her husband, whose affection she never had, would not return. She knew
that she had lost the affection of her people which was once hers. " She lives,"
the French ambassador reported, " in a continual fury, at having neither the
presence of her husband nor the love of her people." Through one of the
amazing revolutions of policy, of which history has so many examples, the
Papalist Philip of Spain found it " imperative " to go to war with the Pope,
the uncompromising Neapolitan Paul IV., who wanted to expel the Spaniards
from Naples with the help of the French. And Mary, who for the sake of the
Pope was losing everything in England, now for the sake of a husband who
deserted her, was to join the war against her spiritual master. It is true that
England's war, which was declared on 7th June 1557, was only against France :
but with England's resources pooled with Spain's military action in north-
eastern France was equal to military action in Southern Italy. Paul recognised
this by cancelling Pole's legatine authority in England and summoning him
to Rome to be tried for " heresy; " but the Cardinal, who had become Arch-
bishop of Canterbury after Cranmer's execution, stayed where he was.

King Philip had paid a brief visit to England in March 1557 in order to
persuade Mary and the Privy Council to authorise English participation in
the war, in spite of the Marriage Treaty which had stipulated that England
should not be involved in Spain's chronic quarrel with France. After the
English declaration of war in June, Mary sent an army to France which arrived
just too late to share in the great Spanish victory outside St Quentin (loth
August 1557) I but they took part in the less creditable operation of sacking
and burning the town. As usual, the coming of winter put a stop to hostilities,
or put a stop sufficiently to enable poverty-stricken governments to reduce
the size of garrisons. Queen Mary's miserable reign, marked by war, famine,
conspiracy, and persecution of the people, had also consequently an insolvent
exchequer. The garrison at Calais was under strength. The French were
recovering from their defeat at St Quentin. In January 1558 Francis Duke of